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of	 God	 in	 my	 life	 and	 that	 Jesus	 Christ	 was	 my	 Saviour.	When	 I	
became	a	candidate	for	the	ministry,	I	felt	that	the	Spirit	was	at	work	in	
me	directing	and	empowering	me.	This	was	faith	before	New	College.	











The	 models	 I	 constructed	 were	 based	 upon	 that	 truth;	 the	
specifications	I	drew	up	for	tender	had	to	be	consistent	with	the	known	
characteristics	of	the	power	I	was	dealing	with.















about	 him	 be	 the	 outcome	 of	 our	 imagining	 or	 the	 conclusion	 of	
our	 reasoning,	 unless	 of	 course	 that	 reasoning	 and	 imagining	were	
themselves	 informed	 by	 his	 own	 nature.	 Our	 knowledge	 of	 him	 is	
only	valid	and	our	statements	about	him	only	true	when	they	conform	







It	 gave	 to	me,	 and	 through	me,	 to	 others,	 a	 certain	 confidence:	 the	
conviction	 that	 it	 is	a	 reasonable	 thing	 to	believe	and	 that	 there	are	
sound	reasons	for	believing.	Just	as	all	scientific	endeavour	demands	
humility	before	the	object	of	our	enquiry,	allowing	the	object	of	our	












a	 certain	 embarrassment	 about	 their	 belief.	There	 has	 often	 been	 a	














than	facts,	are	 the	order	of	 the	day.	Anyone	who	says	 they	know	is	
suspect.	Yet	in	my	own	ministry	I	have	found	that	people	need	to	be	
reassured;	to	be	persuaded	that	the	Gospel	is	true,	that	God	does	love	














If	 through	 the	years	 I	have	been	able	 to	 instil	 confidence	 in	 the	
hearts	 of	 faithful	 people	or	bring	 comfort	 to	 the	 troubled,	 persuade	
the	doubter,	or	help	the	puzzled	to	understand,	 it	 is	only	because	in	











disclosure,	 is	 ruled	 out.	Arguments	 for	 the	 existence	 of	 God,	 or	 a	
God	who	 is	 no	more	 than	 the	 conclusion	of	 our	 own	 reasoning,	 or	
imagining	 –	 a	 God	 subject	 to	 our	 intellect	 or	 at	 the	 mercy	 of	 our	




to	 the	 faith	 I	 learned	 here,	 both	 for	 revelation	 and	 for	 redemption.	





























































than	any	 I	 learned	 in	practical	 theology.	What	 are	 the	 issues	which	








important	 question	 people	 ask	 today,	 indeed	 the	 only	 question	 that	
matters	to	them,	is	this,	‘Does	God	do	anything?	Does	God	make	any	
difference	to	us?’
I	have	recently	been	reading	Alan	Lewis’	book	Between Cross and 







book	of	 profound	 theology	 and	 certainly	 could	not	 be	described	 as	
a	casual	read,	but	from	start	to	finish	this	is	a	book	about	what	God	
does.	It	is	a	book	about	what	God	has	done,	is	doing	and	will	yet	do.	
Its	 theology,	 like	 that	 of	Tom’s,	 is	wonderfully	 practical	 because	 it	
touches	upon	the	human	condition	and	tells	us	that	we	are	not	alone;	
that	we	are	not	alone,	neither	in	life	nor	in	death.	In	Christ	Jesus,	his	
Son,	God	 has	 joined	 himself	 to	 us,	 to	 our	 human	 nature,	 in	 a	way	
that	can	never	be	undone.	Having	reconciled	the	world	to	himself	and	
swallowed	 up	 our	 death,	 he	 has	made	 space	 for	 us	within	 his	 own	
divine	life.	It	has	been	my	privilege,	as	well	as	my	responsibility,	to	
bring	to	the	people	of	the	parishes	in	which	I	have	served,	the	practical	
consequences	of	this	truth	for	us	all.
